Dear .Paul, 8/ 11/72 

iiad to go to DC and was there all day. negin response to your 8/7 while awaiting 
important/ phono call* it appears iliac 1 am the only person who can't be insulted, as by 
being called crazy, your word, but if I alleged that you haven't thought sonetning througgh, 
are politically immature, that is "gratuituous insults, irrelevancies," if also "under- 
staBnable anger". 


1 will not pursue this further. What happens will happen, what people will think they 
will just have t ?0 t^|.^ £ hgV| ii wasted l! no^ 0 us time trying to to get the younger of 
you .o ax ^east a.xempx/an upbringing in tue i.iost corrupt society we have ever had, with 
the most diminated and corrupting educational system the country has ever had„ 

will not argue right or wrong with you. You are blind and have an immature view 1 to 


this partocularly because you t pvG undersiaken to point out to ue the deliberate advertising 
to attract misuse. It is a well-established principle of scholarship that a man is entitled 
to first-use of Ms own work and it is against archives rggulations for then to advertise 
xne proauction of the work of another, in this, by the way, they have been quite selective 
in this distribution of tlieir advertising. In t is partocular case, all those who. su. duenly 
develop an interest all haa the information promptly on their word they'd preserve 
confidence. Even the source used for duplication was acepted in cofidence. If t is is the 
new morality and the new ethics, it is yours, not nine. 

1 tell you quit, bluntly what t.,is means, and for your acquiescence as well as what 
in context becomes complicity. If I have to worry about every ambition lazy bastard who 
has never done anything but burns with ambition taking something to which Ms attention 
is attracted and misusing or run; ling the risk of misusing it, fuck it, my days of ransacking 
iron oDlicion are over. I'm not about sp spend the s^ys I have left slicing my own throat 
or engaged in destroying what a fev; of us have xwk 'worked so hard on. 'i’herc are too many 
thinks I want to do tha I ain't get to. 


•find you and all the others with a morality to me is inferior to that oof a solf-respcting 
baryard will be the cause. It has already started. 

hell, not, I'm not going to teste time in warning of what can be an impending disaster, 
i don t know if it will come to pass or not. To the- degree I could without major effort I 
nave done what I couadnto diminish it. We are both stubborn men, but there is a difference: 
although younger you are more inflexible; and I do change with changing political situations 
qnd needs, as they become apparent. You have all approached a political or obi on in anti- 
political ways and that is self ©destructive. 

Frankly, 1 don't give a damn any more about any of this. What will happen will happen, 
and if it is the possible disaster, i'll save my energy for two things; whatever I can to 
counteract it and seeing to it that those who in any way helped bring it about get the 
full measure of personal gratification they should and are, in my view, certaintly entitld to. 

You know, you're the giy who wrote me the execustive sessions was no nor than the idle 
chatter of a bunch of old biddies come together at a leaf fee Match. If this is the entent 
of your political understand, it is childish end could not be wore in conflict with your 
really line intelligence and unquestionable excellent record in other areas of use of themind. 
if you refuse to recognize blind spots, I can't make you see then. 

Hy intent is not insult or invective. I'd like you at tMs too-late date to thing a bit. 

Y° u waa'b, I can't compel it, and if you can't, without hinting or spelling oux, see any 
possibility of counterproductiveness, how xs anyone, especially how X am, going to think 
of your willingness or capacity to address such a problem or evaluate what I have termed 
political immaturity, kerhapa unawareness is closer. 

Between us there has never been any such problem. You have, in fact, done the opposite 
of what you now say, and asked that your own work be res rved for you. I have encouraged you 
to write a book in competition to one I've started. I've sent you what I wrote. When 1 
learned what was relevant, I wrote you the derails promptly, and this what is KOT in the 
Archives. ii l am not mistaken just recently I culled to your attention a similar violation 
oi their own regulations involving soliciting ray attention to what I'd not askeu for and you 
liad. x icnow their policies, for "heads had me into Ms office for a long interview before 
Bahiaer quit ana explained it and I represent it faithfully. So it is 1 who an consistent, 
and no oiionse, i who at least try to uphold traditional concepts of integrity and scholarsMp. 
and so on this question of competeition and rights there will be no doubt, I encouraged you 
.o come here before you rite your competitive book and go tlirough everytidng I have. As for 
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raw the equivalent of saying it is quite wrong to break into a homo, but once there, there 
is nothing wrong with taking the silverware. 

I had not intended taking all this tine, but I want you to think as you dearly have 
not. You are prating like a child v;ho has discovered fuzz on his face and strtts bis 
manhood. But let me give you a few of the clues in your possession based on vhcih you 
could have done some elemental thinking entirely on your own. You should, lot mo inter- 
ject, be aware that when 1 offer ^opinions and suggestions made on the basis of longer and 
different opinions, I an accused of being over-fatherly. Jind if I hold that perfection is 
not the state of any mind and each should think indepednently (as not one did) , I am 
accused of not being informative* So I gotta be wrong to those who desire it. 

You have letters from Marshall to me saying explicitly that he leaves these kinds of 
matters up to the federal government. He named the Archivist. 

You have from me perjurious statements used by ant. executed by the Archives. 

If you don't know, you have more than reason for suspecting who influences the Archives 
on such decisions s and is sure as heel, isn’t Marshall. 

So, when it is not necessary, have you asked yourself why they are giving Wcckt and 
probably Hichols access? 

Can you conceive of them doing it in the cause of truth, or to help us? 

If they are not doing it for truth or to help our work, liave you not the capacity 
to ask yourself why?' Can you think of nothing? 

nothing after what I wrote long ago and you read and have? 

You have more than a basis for minimum analysis, yet at this late date, you haven't 
begun, which to ue means only that you don't want to, for I do not* I think* underestimate 
your intellectual capabilities. 

I haven't been engaged in general mailings. But let me tell you what perhaps I didn't. 

Cyril would not agree to consultation with those who made stipulations that can relate 
to genuineness and sincerity only. Ask Howard, who lias an extensive and painful experience. 

I offer Cyril a means about two years ago of breaking the case open in a way that 
could not be hurtful to truth and was the one means of which 1 have yet to think that 
could properly allocate responsibility. I still await an. answer. 

His plans, if we restrict ourselfves c o the negative: - , and prints only, and then under 
entirely unreal conditions, permit legs than two minutes in toto for examination of those 
of .fiieh 1 have given him an official record only, and tills without regards to comparisons, 
inventories, checking of inventories, notes on each, otc. 

You tell no this is sincere and unselfish scholarship. And this is without regard 
to other items under contract. 

kn|VJ the -iealist peioe was coming, a giy who knows Krasaer told ne a couple of weeks 
ago. I an t afford to buy it. 

I have given Bud and Jim a memo on the " u dun" oix and suggested also consulting Hal 
about liis Messier interviews of the past. 

One tiring, and I'll avoid firthor correspondence, I want you to understand clearly. 

If I an going to have to live in what to me is a shcolarly and literary whorehose. I'll 
exercise the obvious option, nil these selfpannointed important and "critics" yet haven’t 
done a fucking think to bring a single now t ing to light, hot one has made even the slightest 
gesture toward helping it. History s ows that without deviation they ruin what could be 
carried farther. If you for one minute think I'm going to escalate an already unbearable 
debt for the gratification of thos e who to ne serve less useful roles than vultures, you 
underestimate me and my seriousness. I’ve a choice and I'll just stop going after new stuff, 
aside fromS the few tilings you've gotten, lilh the 544 and 1-5 admission, show me a singl e 
tiling one of these personally— ambitious has BVER done. 

I'm exorcising my choice, and you live your own special new ethics and morality, but 
I think it not unfair to ask consistently. 


Disgustedly* 



